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SPECIAL ISSUE ON STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNANCE 

Date Posted: April 4, 2023 
Submissions Opening: August 1, 2023 

Topic: State and Local Governance 

The Yale Law Journal is thrilled to announce that Volume 133 will publish a Special Issue on 
State and Local Governance. We invite submissions covering the broad range of challenges and 
opportunities arising at the state and local level.  

State and local governance impacts every individual in the United States. There is wide variation 
in how this governance works, including in community zoning, school administration, state and 
local budgeting, and utilities regulation. In recent years, as rights and legal frameworks are in 
flux at the federal level, citizens, scholars, and policymakers alike have turned their attention to 
the state and local level. Many pressing policy issues and key legal battles continue to arise within 
states. Courts have considered whether state law can preempt local law on matters related to gun 
control1 and abortion2; taken up questions on state-level capital gains taxes3; and reviewed state-
constitution-based challenges to global issues like climate change,4 to name a few. Further, just 
this past term in Moore v. Harper, the Supreme Court considered the bounds of state legislatures’ 
authority on federal matters, including elections. As Justice Brandeis noted in 1932, the great 
promise of states is that they serve as ‘laboratories’ of democracy. In dedicating a Special Issue to 
this topic, the Journal seeks to explore the innovation and challenges that arise within these 
laboratories. 

The Special Issue will consist of a range of scholarship, including submitted Articles and Essays 
as well as solicited Features. We are writing to provide notice that we will begin accepting 
submissions for Articles and Essays this summer. We are seeking pieces that address unresolved 
debates, emerging controversies, unexplored issues, and promising interventions related to State 
and Local Governance, including pieces that range from theoretical public-law scholarship to 
ones that investigate a niche area of law from the state and local lens. Below, please find a 
nonexhaustive list of potential topics: 

• Conflict of laws and state preemption;
• State constitutionalism and statutory interpretation;
• Democratic-enhancing institutions and features at the state and local level;

1 Kirk v. City of Morgan Hill, 299 Cal. Rptr. 3d 879 (2022). 
2 State v. City of Seaford, 278 A.3d 1149 (Del. Ch. 2022). 
3 Quinn v. State, No. 100769-8, 2023 WL 2620080 (Wash. Mar. 24, 2023). 
4 Held v. State, No. 2020-307 (Mont. 1st Dist. Ct. Aug. 4, 2021). 
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• Groundbreaking state and local legal interventions to pressing challenges, such as 
housing, education, poverty, policing, gun control, and healthcare; 

• State and local taxation, budgets, and fiscal challenges and innovations. 
 

* * * 
 
Eligibility and Submission Details  
 
The Journal invites submissions from all scholars. We also welcome submissions from 
practitioners, jurists and others with an interest or expertise in state and local governance. 
Consistent with our Submissions Guidelines, we will not review Articles or Essays written by 
current J.D. students at Yale Law School or authors who were J.D. students at Yale Law School at 
any time during Volume 133’s submissions window. 
 
For Articles, we strongly encourage submissions of fewer than 25,000 words, including 
footnotes. For Essays, we strongly encourage submissions of fewer than 15,000 words, 
including footnotes. 
 
The submissions cycle will open on August 1, 2023 and will close after the Journal fills the 
Special Issue. To submit, please use our online submission system. If this is your first time using 
our submission system, please make a new account by clicking “Not a member?” on the login 
page. When you are asked to select a “Submission Type,” select “Special Issue: State and Local 
Governance” (do not select “Article” or “Essay”). 
 
Please direct questions about this Special Issue to the Volume 133 Managing Editors, Sara 
Mendez (sara.mendez@yale.edu) and Jordan Kei-Rahn (jordan.kei-rahn@yale.edu). 

https://yalelawjournal.force.com/submissions/s/login/?ec=302&startURL=%2Fsubmissions%2Fs%2F
https://www.yalelawjournal.org/files/Volume133GeneralSubmissionGuidelines_fx9frt1y.pdf

